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Tn the Claims 
Please cancel claims 6, 8, 18, 23, 35 and 38. 
Please amend claims 1, 2, 9, 13, 15, 17, 19, 20, 24, 25, and 31, 32, 34, 36 attd 37, as follows: 
1 . (currently amended) A method 



configuring a the portable locator that is used g 


3 comprising the steps of: 
a of a buried line and a boring tool to 


integrally support a marking arrangement for use by an operator in selectively marking the surface of the ground, said 
locating arrangement being supported in one operating position, as part of the portable locator, in relation to said 
marking arrangement in another operating position, as another part of the portable locator, and 

interfacing a single operator actuation mechanism with a single electronics package in the Portable locator fo r 

mpnitorijae different predetermined operator actuations such mat the single e l ectronics package m onitor? al} the diffcrcm . 
predetermined operator a ctuations of the single operator actuation , mechanism (il J p detect a first redetermined operator 
actuation for »^ fri strolling the- ground marking arrangement, fii) to detect other predetermined QgeTPtOf actuations 
for use in c on,trnT1in P the locating arrangement and Cui) to. upon defecting the first predetermined op erator actuation, 
initiate marking by the ground mark i no arra ngement 

_ jwith tho portabla locator, onid oporate r-es tablishing a loc : 


2. (currently amended) The method of Claim 1 * 

to mark the surface of the ground ie-marke«l using aerosol paint o 


* including c onfiguring the marking arrangement 


3 . (original) The method of Claim 2 including the step of configuring said marking arrangement to accept 
a replaceable canister of aerosol paint. 

4. (original) The method of Claim 1 including the step of configuring the marking arrangement such that 
an operator of the portable locator, in a generally upright position, locates using said locating arrangement and marks the 
surface of the ground using the marking arrangement. 

5. (originaL) The method of Claim 4 wherein the marking arrangement is configured for finger actuation 
by said operator. 

6. (canceled) 

7. (original) The method of Claim 5 wherein the surface of the ground is marked using aerosol paint. 

8. (canceled) Tha mrfhrrl nf flnim fi wh t xtiix thi uuiBuM uf Oi l i gu 1 1 1. rrf iinfnp nrrmnl yvitit r 
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9. (currently amended) The method of Claim 1 including the steps of configuring said marking 
arrangement for marking tbe surface of the ground using aerosol paint contained in a replaceable canister and providing 
an electrical actuation arrangemen t, responsive to said elec mnnics pa.cka.sce. for causing emission of the aerosol paint 
from the canister in response to a finger actuation by an operator. 

10. (original) The method of Claim 9 wherein said step of providing the electrical actuation arrangement 
includes the step of using a solenoid to cause emission of the aerosol paint. 

1 1 . (original) The method of Claim 10 wherein the solenoid includes a plunger and wherein the step of 
using the solenoid causes movement of the plunger which movement produces emission of the paint from the canister. 

12. (original) The method of Claim 1 1 including the step of connecting the plunger of the solenoid with a 
lever and arranging die lever proximate to tbe canister so that movement of the plunger causes the lever to engage the 
canister to emit the aerosol paint 

13. (currently amended) The method of Claim 1 © including the steps of interfacing the solenoid with en 
the, electronics package v as part of foe electrical actuation arrangement, and interfacing the electronics package with a 
push button switch such that the electronics package electrically actuates the solenoid responsive to the operator 
engaging the push button switch. 

14. (original) Tbe method of Claim 12 further comprising lie steps of housing a battery pack in the 
portable locator and powering the solenoid and the electronics package "from the battery pack. 

15. (currently amended) A method for using a portable locator which is configured ibr locating relative to a 
position beneath the surface of the ground, said method comprising the steps of: 

configuring the portable locator to include a marking arrangement including a canister for emitting an aerosol 
paint to mark the surface of the ground; 

interfacing a single electronics package that is configured tot performing an inground "locating function within 
the portable locator to (i) a single push button switch located for finger actuation by an opcxatoi in a first of a number of 
predetermined kinds of actuations with the operator standing in an upright position holding the portable locator and to 
(ii) a solenoid having a plunger, others of said predetermined kinds of actuations being provided for operating the locator 
such tfrat the single electronics package monitors al) the Afferent Predetermined kind? of actuations of fre single push, 
button switch; 

housing a battery back in the portable locator for providing power to the electronics package and the solenoid 
such that the first predetexrmned actuation of the push button switch causes the electronics package to electrically drive 
tbe solenoid thereby moving the plunger of the solenoid; and 

connecting the plunger of said solenoid with a lever arranged proximate to the canister such that movement of 
the plunget, 39 a result of the electronics package driving the solenoid, engages the Jevcr with the canister resulting in 
emission of the aerosol paint. 
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16. (original) The method of Claim 15 further comprising the steps of: 

with the portable locator, establishing a location on the surfoce of the ground relative to said position; and 
marking the location on the surface of the ground using said marking arrangement. 

17. (currently amended) The method of Claim 15 including the step of electronically monitoring operator 
actuations of the p ortablo - looalor push button switch to detect the first a- predetermined operator actuation for use in 
controlling the marking arrangement, to detect the other pTadrXr.rminpA operator actuations for use in controlling the 
locating arrangement, and to, upon detecting the first predetermined operator actuation, initiate marking by the marking 
arrangement. 

18. (canceled) 

19. (currently amended) The method of Claim V7 wherein said electronic monitoring step includes the step 
of monitoring the switch for said fjr& predetermined operator actuation asa sequence of closing the push button switch 
twice in timed succession and then holding the push button switch closed. 

20. (currently amended) A method for fabricating a portable device, said method comprising the steps of: 
configuring a housing arrangement to define a first operating position and to define a second operating position; 

and 

supporting a locating arrangement at the first operating position and supporting a ground marking arrangement 
at the second operating position such that the locating arrangement and the ground marking arrangement in the first and 
second operating positions, respectively, cooperate for use by an operator in identifying a location on the surface of the 
ground relative to at least one of a buried line and a boring tool with said locating arrangement and for said operator to 
mark the location using said ground marking arrangemen t: and 

interfacing a single operator actuation mechanism with a single electronics package in the portabte locator for 

mo.n itorlng differ ent predetermined operator actuations of the portable locator such that the single electronics package 
monitors all the different predetermined operator actuations of the single operator actuation mechanism ft> to detect a 
first predetermined operator actuation for use in controlling the ground marking arrangement, (ii) to detect Other 
predetermined operator actuations for use in controlling the locating arrangement and fflfl to. upon detecting the first 
predetermined operator ft Ctuatiptt, initiate marking bY the ground marking arrangement. 

21 . (original) The method of Claim 20 wherein the step of configuring said housing arrangement includes 
the steps of forming a first housing portion and a second housing portion, positioning said locating arrangement within 
said first housing portion, and positioning said ground marking arrangement within said second housing portion. 

22. (original) The method of Claim 21 further including the step of hinging the first housing portion to the 
second housing portion for movement of the first and second housing portions between an operational configuration for 
use by said operator and a compact configuration for at least one of transport and storage. 

23. (canceled) 
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predetermined operator actuations. 

25. (currently amended) The method of Claim 24 wherein said step of arranging the electronics package 


closing the switch twice in timed succession and then holding the switch closed. 

26 . (original) The method of Claim S3 20 including the step of configuring said ground marking 
arrangement for marking the location on the surface of the ground using aerosol paint contained in a replaceable canister. 

27. (original) The method of Claim 26 wherein said step of arranging the electronics package includes die step 
of using a solenoid to cause emission of the aerosol paint from the replaceable canister. 

28- (original) The method of Claim 27 wherein said solenoid includes a plunger and wherein said step of using 
the solenoid includes the step of causing movement of the plunger, which movement produces emission of the aerosol 
paint from the replaceable canister. 

29. (original) The method of Claim 27 wherein said step of using the solenoid includes the steps of: 
interfacing the solenoid with said electronics package; and 

configuring the electronics package such that the electronics package electrically drives the solenoid responsive 
to detection of said predetermined operator actuation. 

30. (original) The method of Claim 29 wherein said step of using the solenoid further includes the steps of: 
housing a battery pack in the portable device; and 

powering the solenoid and the electronics package from the battery pack. 

31. (currently amended) A method for fabricating a portable device, said method comprising the steps of: 
configuring a housing arrangement to support a locating arrangement and a marking arrangement; and 
interfacing a single operator actuation mechan ism with a single agangmg-*n electronics package for monitoring 

different predetermined operator actuations of the portable device such that the single electronics package monitors alt 
t he different precleterrnmed operator actuations of the single operator actu a tion mechanism (i) to detect a first 
predetermined operator actuation for use in controlling the marking arrangement, (it) 'to detect other pr edetermined 
operator actuations for use in controlling the locating arrangement in locating at least one of a buried line and a boring 
tool, and (hi) to, upon detecting the first predetermined eper-itor actuation, initiate marking by the marking arrangement. 

32. (currently amended) The method of Claim 3 1 wherein said step of arranging the electronics package 
arranges the electronics package to monitor a switch which forms a portion of the portable device l ocator for said first 
jn-edeterrnined operator actuation and for said other predetermined operator actuations. 


uses the electronics package to monitor the switch for said first predetermined operator actuation as a sequence of 
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33. (previously amended) The method of Claim 32 including the step of 

configuring the electronics package to electrically initiate marking by the marking arrangement responsive to a 
sequence of closing the switch twice in tinned succession and then holding the switch closed. 

34. (currently amended) A method for manufacturing a portable device, said method comprising the steps of: 
providing a housing arrangement; 

supporting a locating arrangement in one operational orientation in said housing arrangement, said locating 
arrangement being configured for permitting an operator to locate at least one of a buried line and a boring tool; and 

supporting a ground marking arrangement in another operational orientation in said housing arrangement for 
use by the operator in marking the ground such that the locating arrangement and the ground marking arrangement 
cooperate for use by the operator in identifying a location on the surface of the ground relative to at least one of said 
buried line and said boring tool and in marking the location with the marking arrangement ; and 

fflterfacing a sin-pfe operator actuation roecham'sm with a single electronics package in {he OQrta>?e locator for 

naomtoring.diifcrent predetermined operator actuatjpnsj^ch. that the single electronics package monitors alt the different 
predetermined operator actuations Of the single operator actuation mechanism ffl to detect a first redetermined operator 
actuation for aafi in controWng the ground marking arrangement, fin to detect other predetermined operator actuations 
for use in crmtrplnngjpe locating arrangement and (in) to, upon detecting the first predetermined operator actuation. 
initiate marking W the ground toarkjng arrangement. 

35. (canceled) 

36. (currently amended) The method of Claim 35 wherein said step of arranging the electronics package 
includes the step of configuring the electronics package to monitor a switch for said first predetermined operator 
actuation and said other predetermined operator actuations. 

37. (currently amended) The method of Claim 36 wherein said step of configuring the electronics package 
customizes the electronics package to monitor the switch for said firs t predetermined operator actuation as a sequence 
including closing the switch twice in timed succession and then holding the switch closed. 

38. (canceled) 


USSK 10/040,728 


PACE WO' RCVO AT 1 1/18/2003 12:46:50 PM [Eastern Standard TlnicJ * SVR:USPTO-EFXR/M/1 ■ DN\S:S729306 » 0310:303499 $518 " DURATION (mm.s$):0*-O8 


